The congenital cervicovaginal transformation zone in young women exposed to diethylstilboestrol in utero.
Twenty-seven young women exposed in utero to diethylstilboestrol have been studied for greater than 24 months. Serial study of the cervi-covaginal transformation zone has been by the non-invasive techniques of cytology, colposcopy and scanning electron microscopy. Minimal change has been noted in aceto-white areas within the transformation zone and, although some progressive glycogenation has been observed, this has never been to the stage of fully glycogenated epithelium. Scanning electron microscopy has shown maturation of the epithelium although there has been some slowing or arrest of the process at the stage of immature squamous epithelium. The neoplastic potential of this epithelium is discussed.